It  is  the  aim  of  the  Drama  League 
of  America  to  establish  in  every 
city  and  town  in  the  country,  a 
club  or  department  of  already  ex¬ 
isting  clubs,  for  the  study  of 
drama  which  shall  devote  itself  to 
the  support  and  appreciation  of 
worthy  plays.  Requests  for  sug¬ 
gestions  for  forming  such  clubs  or 
departments  are  so  frequent  that 
the  following  outline  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  of  work  done  by  the  Drama 
Club  of  Evanston,  in  which  the 
idea  of  the  Drama  League  origi¬ 
nated,  to  be  sent  out  in  response  to 
such  inquiries  as  a  suggestive 
guide  in  organizing  similar  work. 
Local  workers  will  of  course  de¬ 
sire  improvements  and  variations, 
but  the  following  has  proved  such 
a  successful  plan  that  the  Drama 
Club  has  grown  in  three  years 
from  one  hundred  membership  to 
over  six  hundred  in  a  small  sub¬ 
urb. 
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T9  X. 

ID  IS  i  -<r 

Drama  Club  membership  consists 
£  )  of  any  persons  interested  in  the  study 

and  support  of  good  drama. 

Its  dues  are  one  dollar  yearly  and  its  object, 
as  declared  in  its  constitution,  is  the  study 
and  encouragement  of  the  highest  and  best 
in  the  drama. 

The  entire  management  and  control  of  the 
club  is  in  the  hands  of  its  nine  directors  who 
serve  for  three  years  in  groups  of  three  each, 
one  group  changing  each  year. 

The  standing  committees  are: 

The  Play-going. 

The  Library. 

The  Press. 

The  Social. 

The  machinery  of  club  government  is  kept 
as  simple  as  possible  and  club  politics  never 
enter  into  its  proceedings.  The  directors  of 
the  club  realize  that  the  best  way  to  appreci¬ 
ate  good  drama  is  to  read  it,  thus  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  every  aspect  of  dram¬ 
atic  literature.  Each  year  a  course  of  lectures, 
usually  six,  is  given  by  some  authoritative 
lecturer  on  drama  brought  to  Evanston  for 
that  purpose  by  the  club.  This  course  is 
placed  at  a  low  figure,  $3.50  for  the  course, 
and  is  subscribed  to  by  the  club  members  if 
they  so  desire. 

There  are  no  set  regular  meetings  of  the 
club,  but  in  addition  to  this  course  of  lec¬ 
tures,  meetings  are  held  whenever  an  appro¬ 
priate  attraction  can  be  secured,  usually  twice 
a  month.  These  programs  cannot  be  ar¬ 
ranged  in  advance,  as  they  depend  entirely 
upon  what  speakers  or  actors  are  in  town. 
These  meetings  are  varied  but  are  always  on 
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the  drama.  Often  a  course  of  lectures  on 
Drama  technique  or  the  structure  of  the  play 
is  given  and  proves  of  especial  value  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  reading  of  the  plays  them¬ 
selves. 

The  annual  meeting  takes  the  form  of  a 
luncheon,  attended  enthusiastically  by  all  the 
members  and  followed  by  a  program  of 
unique  interest. 

In  connection  with  the  lecture  course  nu¬ 
merous  neighborhood  reading  circles  are 
formed  to  read  the  ‘plays  treated  by  the 
lecturer.  A  traveling  library  dealing  with 
these  plays  is  secured  which  is  studied  by  the 
members.  These  neighborhood  reading 
circles  form  a  very  interesting  feature  of  the 
Drama  Club.  They  are  made  up  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  various  sections  of  town,  who  meet 
regularly  one  afternoon  a  week  to  sew  while 
one  of  their  members  reads  a  play  inform¬ 
ally.  After  the  reading,  a  lively  informal  dis¬ 
cussion  takes  place  over  a  social  cup  of  tea. 
The  Drama  Club  has  been  exceptionally  for¬ 
tunate  in  being  the  guest  of  Northwestern 
University  and  therefore  has  rarely  had  to 
pay  rent  for  its  rooms.  Every  effort  is  made 
to  co-operate  with  the  University  and  the 
greatest  harmony  exists  between  the  two 
bodies. 

One  meeting  each  year  is  devoted  to  a 
benefit  to  raise  money  to  add  to  the  drama 
department  of  the  public  library,  the  proceeds 
of  the  day  being  expended  by  the  Library 
Committee  in  purchasing  such  books  as  it 
thinks  best.  The  Librarian  serves  on  that 
committee.  From  two  to  three  times  a  year 
the  club  attends  in  a  body  some  play  of  spe¬ 
cial  importance,  the  arrangements  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  Play-going  Committee. 

Usually  three  or  four  times  a  season  the 
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Play-going  Committee  arranges  for  an  open 
meeting  of  the  club  to  take  the  form  of  a 
reading  of  a  play  by  some  skilled  reader 
whenever  possible.  The  play  to  be  attended 
by  the  club  is  chosen  for  this  formal  reading. 

Once  a  year  an  Actors’  Day  is  held,  when 
some  noted  member  of  the  profession  is  en¬ 
tertained. 

The  programs  of  the  last  two  years  are 
given  as  suggestive  of  all  that  can  be  accom¬ 
plished,  even  with  a  slender  income. 

PROGRAM,  OCTOBER,  1909-MAY,  1910. 
Lecture  on  Play  Structure,  by  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hunt. 

Lecture  on  Bernard  Shaw,  by  Dr.  Stanton 
Coit  of  England. 

Lecture  Course  of  Six  Interpretative  Read¬ 
ings,  by  Prof.  S.  H.  Clark  of  Chicago  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  Clouds — Aristophanes 
She  Stoops  to  Conquer — Goldsmith 
Le  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme — Moliere 
Be  Gendre  de  Monsieur  Poirier — Augier 
The  Magistrate — Pinero. 

The  Blue  Bird — Maeterlinck. 

Program  given  for  the  Chicago  Woman’s 
Club  on  The  Drama  League  Idea.  Speak¬ 
ers:  President  Judson  of  Chicago  Univer¬ 
sity,  Miss  Jane  Addams,  Mr.  James  O’Don¬ 
nell  Bennett,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Meaker,  Jr.,  Mr. 
Francis  Hackett,  critic  Chicago  Evening 
Post;  Mr.  Charles  Klein,  dramatist. 
Meeting  with  Mr.  Klein,  dramatist,  and  Mr. 
J.  O’Donnell  Bennett,  dramatic  critic  of  the 
Record-Herald,  as  guests  of  the  club. 
Lecture,  The  Theatre  Today,  by  Dr.  Richard 
Burton. 

Program  given  for  the  Cook  County  League 
on  Drama  League  Idea.  Speakers:  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Meaker,  Jr.,  Mr.  Hart  Conway,  Mr. 
Myron. 

Reading  of  Herod. 

Club  attendance  on  Herod  produced  and  acted 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faversham. 
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Library  Day — Reception  to  Mrs.  Faversham 
(Julie  Opp)  and  address  by  her  on  Actors* 
Wives. 

Organization  meeting  for  the  Drama  League 
called  by  the  Drama  Club.  Delegates  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  club. 

Lecture,  The  Theatre  Today— Woman’s  Op¬ 
portunity,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Willetts. 

Reading  of  Sheridan’s  Critic  by  Prof.  Edgar 
Burrill  of  Northwestern  University. 

Club  attendance  on  The  Critic  given  by  the 
Donald  Robertson  Company. 

Address  by  Donald  Robertson. 

Reading  of  Ibsen’s  John  Gabriel  Borkman,  by 
Marion  Redlick. 

Club  attendance  on  Sothern  and  Marlowe,  in 
“Taming  of  the  Shrew.” 

Club  attendance  on  Strife,  given  by  the  New 
Theatre  Company. 

Annual  luncheon — Lecture  by  Dr.  Louis  Kauf¬ 
man  Anspacher,  The  Place  of  Drama 
Among  the  Arts. 

OCTOBER,  1910-JUNE,  1911. 

Reading  of  Synge’s  plays,  The  Shadow  of 
the  Glen  and  Riders  to  the  Sea,  preparatory 
to  Mrs.  Fiske’s  acting  of  the  former. 

Reading  of  her  own  translation  of  Chanticler 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  Wallace  of  Chicago  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Reception  at  the  Public  Library  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  introducing  the  members  to  the 
facilities  of  the  library  and  making  them 
acquainted  with  the  Drama  Department. 
Program:  Address  by  Librarian,  Chicago 
Public  Library;  Reading  of  The  Piper, 
by  Prof.  Page,  Northwestern  Univer¬ 
sity;  Reception  following;  tea  served. 

Course  of  six  lectures — 

Two  on  Drama  Structure,  by  Dr.  Louis  K. 

Anspacher  of  New  York. 

Four  lectures  on  the  Spiritual  Aspect  of  the 
Drama  as  seen  in  Monna  Vanna,  The 
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Sunken  Bell,  The  Servant  in  the  House 
and  The  Passing  of  the  Third  Floor  Back 
considered  together,  and  The  Master 
Builder. 

Reading  of  her  original  play  by  Mrs.  Frances 
Squire  Porter. 

Attendance  in  a  body  on  Nazimova’s  produc¬ 
tion. 

Lecture  on  The  Child  and  the  Theatre,  by 
Dr.  George  P.  Baker  of  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity. 

Reading  of  The  Passing  of  the  Third  Floor 
Back,  preparatory  to  club  attendance  on 
the  play. 

Attendance  in  a  body  on  Passing  of  the  Third 
Floor  Back. 

Attendance  in  a  body  on  Disraeli. 

Reading  of  Hervieu’s  Les  Tenailles  in  trans¬ 
lation  by  Marion  Craig  Wentworth,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  social  hour  and  tea. 

Reading  of  Macbeth,  preparatory  to  attend¬ 
ing  the  Sothern  and  Marlowe  production  of 
the  play. 

Attendance  on  Macbeth  in  a  body. 

Educational  meeting  with  addresses  by  Mrs. 
Laura  Dainty  Pelham  on  the  work  of  the 
Hull  House  Dramatic  Association,  and  by 
Mrs.  Hookway  on  the  drama  work  for 
children  in  the  Chicago  public  schools. 

Actors’  Day — Mr.  George  Arliss  as  guest  of 
honor.  A  discussion  for  and  against  the 
impending  modification  of  the  child  labor 
law  for  Illinois  to  admit  of  child-acting  in 
the  theatre,  by  Miss  Jane  Addams,  Miss 
Elsie  Leslie  and  Mr.  Frederick  Donaghey, 
Western  representative  for  Liebler  &  Co.; 
Social  hour  following. 

Library  Day  Benefit — Performance  of  Justice 
by  the  Hull  House  Dramatic  Association. 

Reading  of  her  original  translation  of  Lope 
de  Vega’s  The  Star  of  Seville,  by  Mrs. 
Isabel  G.  Shepard. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  Richard  Burton  of  Minnesota 
University. 
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Detailed  Report  of  the  Work  of 
the  Different  Committees  and 
Methods  of  Carrying  It  On. 

THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  keeping  of  a  shelf  of  fifteen  or  eighteen 
volumes  of  drama  or  reference  works  on 
drama  on  the  main  desk  of  the  library.  The 
choice  of  these  volumes  has  been  governed 
by  the  plays  which  are  being  presented  at 
the  time  locally  or  which  form  the  subject 
matter  of  lectures  which  are  being  given  in 
the  vicinity  or  which,  for  any  reason,  are 
being  widely  discussed  in  our  magazines  or 
newspapers. 

2.  The  keeping  on  this  shelf  an  alphabetical 
index  of  current  magazine  articles  on  the 
drama.  These  articles  are  indexed  under  the 
names  of  plays  discussed  in  a  small  alpha¬ 
betically  indexed  notebook. 

3.  The  sale  of  the  catalogue  of  the  drama 
collection  of  the  library,  which  catalogue 
was  originally  prepared  by  the  Drama  Club, 
and  is  kept  up  to  date  each  year. 

4.  The  advising  with  the  librarian  about  the 
selection  of  new  dramas  to  be  purchased 
with  the  fund  set  aside  by  the  Drama  Club 
for  the  use  of  the  library. 

An  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Drama 
Club  or  department  is  done  by  the  Library 
Committee. 

It  is  agreed  by  teachers,  readers  and  speak¬ 
ers  on  dramatic  matters  that  in  order  to  be 
able  to  establish  a  standard  of  criticism  in 
our  study  of  the  drama  we  must  be  familiar 
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with  dramatic  literature.  To  this  end  the 
formation  of  small  reading  circles  within  the 
clubs  is  strongly  advised.  To  do  effective 
work  in  these  groups  it  will  be  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  at  command  a  library  well 
equipped  in  this  special  department.  Few 
libraries,  except  those  of  the  largest  cities, 
have  a  drama  collection  sufficiently  extensive 
to  meet  the  needs  of  a  drama  club.  To  en¬ 
large  this  collection — to  add  to  the  shelves 
the  new  plays  and  criticisms  as  they  are  pub¬ 
lished — to  catalogue  such  works,  are  some 
of  the  duties  of  a  library  committee.  When¬ 
ever  this  work  has  been  undertaken,  the 
committee  has  met  with  the  most  courteous 
co-operation  of  the  library  staff.  A  separate 
catalogue  was  prepared  and  printed  of  all 
books  in  the  library  bearing  on  drama.  This 
catalogue  was  compiled  by  the  library  staff, 
but  printed  at  the  club’s  expense.  It  is  sold 
at  io  cents  per  copy,  proving  very  valuable 
and  popular. 

To  secure  funds  for  this  work  a  yearly 
Library  Day  is  held  by  the  club  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  devoted  to  library  purposes.  When  a 
library  does  not  need  the  pecuniary  assist¬ 
ance,  suggestions  from  the  committee  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  books  needed  will  generally  be 
approved  and  acted  on.  It  has  also  been 
found  possible  to  segregate  the  drama  collec¬ 
tion  and  put  in  a  convenient  place  plays  or 
criticisms  bearing  on  certain  courses  of  study 
or  lectures.  Where  the  library  is  not  acces¬ 
sible  or  adequate,  the  committee  can  establish 
a  ready- working  book-shelf  in  club  rooms; 
or  a  traveling  library  containing  the  works 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  courses  suggested 
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by  the  Drama  League’s  educational  commit¬ 
tee  could  go  from  club  to  club  or  from  group 
to  group.  The  books  needed  for  such  study 
are  indicated  in  the  courses. 

Many  plays  which  are  entirely  worthy  are 
not  published  and  many  foreign  plays  of  great 
value  are  not  translated,  or  these  transla¬ 
tions  are  held  by  actors  or  managers.  The 
Library'  Committee  can  seek  out  students 
in  the  community  competent  to  make  these 
translations,  which  can  be  read  and  studied. 

An  alphabetical  index  of  current  magazine 
articles  on  the  drama  and  a  shelf  containing 
the  plays  attracting  attention  or  forming  the 
subject  of  lectures,  both  made  easy  of  access, 
are  important  lines  of  activity.  All  of  these 
suggestions  can  be  elaborated  according  to 
the  needs  and  conditions  of  the  club,  and  all 
clubs  are  urged  to  develop  this  side  of  the  work 
as  its  importance  cannot  be  exaggerated. 

THE  PLAY-GOING  COMMITTEE. 

The  primary  object  of  the  play-going  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  connect  the  reading  and  critical 
knowledge  of  plays  with  the  actual  seeing  of 
the  plays  enacted  on  the  stage, — to  bridge  the 
gap  between  the  closet  interest  in  plays  and 
the  acted  drama;  also  for  the  active  financial 
support  of  worthy  plays. 

For  the  promotion  of  the  educational  side 
of  the  plan,  a  bulletin  board  for  posting  the 
Drama  League  bulletins  and  criticism  of  cur¬ 
rent  plays  of  recognized  value,  has  been  given 
a  prominent  place  in  the  public  library. 

Not  only  are  clippings  made  from  the  local 
papers,  but  also  from  New  York  and  London 
papers. 
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On  a  tier  of  shelves  adjoining  the  position 
of  the  bulletin  board  in  the  Library  are  placed 
the  plays  announced  for  future  production 
and  whenever  possible  biographies  or  sketches 
of  the  dramatist,  other  plays  by  him  and  any 
comments  that  may  have  appeared  in  book 
form  on  the  plays. 

Because  of  the  interest  thus  created  and 
because  the  information  is  offered  in  con¬ 
venient  form,  these  shelves  are  so  well  pat¬ 
ronized  as  often  to  be  almost  empty. 

Letter  files  are  also  kept  in  the  library  by 
this  committee  for  ready  reference. 

Clippings  on  plays  and  items  of  dramatic 
interest  are  collected  and  put  in  envelopes 
labeled  and  alphabetically  arranged  in  the 
files.  In  this  easily  accessible  form  are  already 
preserved  critical  reviews  and  comments  on 
over  two  hundred  plays. 

A  book  listing  all  the  plays  written  or  pro¬ 
duced  in  a  given  season  is  also  compiled  and 
kept  for  reference  in  the  Drama  Club  book- 
rack  at  the  library. 

This  covers  the  educational  campaign  of 
the  committee’s  work. 

In  order  to  apply  the  knowledge  thus  ac¬ 
quired  club  attendance  upon  plays  is  arranged 
by  this  committee  of  seven  members — the 
choice  of  a  play  having  been  decided  by  the 
Directorate. 

A  reading  of  the  plays,  if  published,  is 
given  before  the  club  membership,  followed 
by  the  mass  attendance,  all  planned  and  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  committee. 

The  sale  of  seats  is  conducted  in  two  ways, 
according  to  the  arrangements  made  with 
each  individual  manager. 
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A  block  of  seats  obtained  from  the  theat 
manager  is  put  on  sale  at  some  convenie 
drug  store,  for  a  half  day  previous  to  t 
public  box-office  sale.  There  the  sale  is  co 
ducted  by  the  committee  just  as  the  be 
office  sale— first  come  first  served. 

For  the  manager  this  method  correspon 
to  an  advance  mail  order  sent  in,  in  bulk. 

Sometimes  simply  a  block  of  seats  is  i 
served  on  the  plat  and  no  tickets  handh 
Seats  are  chosen  from  this  and  the  order 
sent  to  the  manager,  who  fills  it  just  as  t 
usual  mail  order  is  filled. 

Either  plan  works  most  successfully  a 
satisfactorily,  the  Drama  Club  members  fir 
ing  this  form  of  attendance  in  a  body  m< 
social,  and  intellectually  inspiring.  T 
actors  in  turn  testify  to  the  pleasure  of  acti 
before  such  an  audience.  In  this  way  the  cl 
marks  its  approval  and  gives  actual  financ 
support  to  a  good  play. 

THE  SOCIAL  COMMITTEE. 

This  committee  has  charge  of  any  aft 
noons  when  a  social  hour  follows  the  p: 
gram,  and  of  ail  receptions  as  well  as  t 
annual  luncheon.  Its  duties  are  obvious  a 
as  found  in  any  club. 

THE  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Press  Committee  stands  in  the  sa 
relation  to  the  Club  as  the  advertising  depa 
ment  does  to  a  modern  business.  Preliminj 
notices  of  all  meetings  are  circulated  wid 
and  repeatedly  in  the  newspapers,  and  detai 
reports  of  the  lectures  and  readings  are  si 
sequently  published  in  the  press.  A  clippi 
book  is  also  kept,  which  is  a  valuable  rec< 
of  the  work  of  the  Club. 
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